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1590  West  Burnside  Road   -O^  ^^^u^L* 


R.  R 
June 


Victoria,  B.C. 


30,  1970 
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Corresponding  Secretary 
Miss  Catharine  R.  Gordon 
U.E.L.  Dominion  I  adquarters 
23  Prince  Arthur  Avenue 
Toronto  180,  Ontario 

Dear  Miss  Gordon: 


I  would  much  appreciate  your  assistance  in  su.estin'  how 
I  may  determine  and  where  I  may  check  to  confirm  or  discount  the 
family  legend  of  descent  from  Loyalist  forebearers.  The  story, 
as  ;.-iven  in  the  Kingston  Whig-Standard  on  Saturday,  December  lu, 
1949,  in  a  brief  iter:;  about  some  collateral  o  scendants,  la  that 
one  SAMUEL      (ca.  1755  -1817),  a  surveyor,  was  grant  d  lands 
near  present-day  Kingston  -lan^s  that  were  later  to  become 
Cataraqui  Cemetery.  Hi.  son  John  (1775  -  Feb.  15,  1832)  of  Pitts- 
burgh (Township  .')  is  burief!  there*  Other  details  are  given  in 
the  story  but  are  simply  erroneous.  This  puts  the  above  information 
in  serious  doubt  as  well.  A  third-hand  statement  in  the  book 
Kingston  Before  the  War  of  1812.  The  Champlain  Society  (Toronto 
1959)  mentions  the  "Ridors;,  cJid  a  foilovdn  footnote  says  that 
Samuel  Ryder  v;as  buried  in  the  family  plot  which  was  lat.er  absorbed 
by  Cataraqui  Cemetery,  fen  of  the  other  limited  printed  materi 
available  to  ne  tiore   in  Victoria  have  led  anyvhere. 

Where  can  I  seek  further  infarmtion?  Any  help  or  suggestion 
you  can  offer  would  be  greatly  appreciated. 
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Yours  truly 
John  M.  Crane 
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QTfte  ^Hniteb  Cmpire  Hopaltets'  gggociation  of  Canaba 

Incorporated  by  Special  Act  of  the  Parliament  of  the  Dominion  of  Canada. 
Chapter  146,  4-5,  Geo.  V,  1914,  27th  day  of  May,  1914. 

Under  the  Distinguished  Patronage  of 
His  Excellency  the  Right  Hon.  Roland  Michener,  C.C.,  CD.,  Governor  General  of  Canada 


Mamtmotx   ^eabquariers 

23  PRINCE  ARTHUR  AVE. 
TORONTO  180    ONT. 
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KINGSTON  WHIG-STANDARD  —   SATURDAY,  DECEMBER  li 


FIVE  GENERATIONS,  descendants  of  a 
United  Empire  Loyalist  family  which  settled 
in  Kingston,  all  but  one  residents  of  Kingston, 
are  pictured  above.  Standing  are,  left  to  right, 
Mrs.  Cecil  Climo,  Niagara  Falls,  and  her  mother, 
Mrs.  Robert  Bruce,  420  Albert  street.  Seated 
at  left  is  Mrs.  Seldon  Newman,  218  Victoria 
street,  Mrs.  Climo's  daughter.  At  right,  seated, 
is  Mrs.  James  Maxwell,  55  Beverley  street, 
mother  of  Mrs.  Bruce,  and  great-great-grand- 
mother of  the  baby,  Wendy  Newman,  whom 
she  is  holding.  Mrs.  Maxwell  is  92  and  little 
Wendy  is  eight  months  old.  Mrs.  Maxwell  and 
Mrs.  Bruce  have  lived  here  all  their  lives. 
Mrs.  Climo  was  a  Kingstonian  until  her  mar- 
riage, and  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Newman,  be- 
came a  Kingstonian  by  marriage.  Eight  gen- 
erations back,  baby  Wendy's  great-great-great- 
great-great-grandfather,  Samuel  Ryder,  a  land 


surveyor,  was  granted  the  land  which  is  now 
Cataraqui  Cemetery  and  an  office  in  the  little 
town  of  Kingston  following  the  American  Revo- 
lution. A  prosperous  New  Englander,  who  had 
come  originally  from  England,  he  had  given 
up  lands  on  the  Black  River  where  Watertown, 
NY,  now  stands,  by  remaining  true  to  Eng- 
land, though  he  knew  George  Washington,  a 
fellow  surveyor  and  had  travelled  to  America 
with  him.  He  died  here  in  1817.  His  son, 
John  Ryder,  was  also  a  surveyor,  working  in 
Pittsburg  Township,  Prince  Edward  County, 
Madoc  and  Marmora.  He  made  the  first  survey 
of  Bath.  John  Ryder  died  in  1832  at  the  age 
of  57  from  pneumonia  contracted  from  .walking 
in  moccasins  on  the  ice  from  Wolfe  Island  where 
he  was  surveying,  to  Kingston.  He  is  buried 
in  the  family  plot  in  Cataraqui  Cemetery  which 
was  retained  when  the  family  sold  the  land 
which  they  had  cleared.     **}juC»l  ©i  *<|  l/Q 


